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Subject of Review:  This study uses the gravity framework and panel data depicting annual trade between
69 countries over 31 years to examine how 11 regional trade agreements (RTAs) have
shaped U.S. and other suppliers’ exports of commodity and manufactured foods.
Empirical results show that joint RTA membership enabled exporters to increase their
trade with bloc importers in the two food markets. Foreign suppliers of food bore the
cost of RTA formation in some cases.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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